August 4th, 2006

Workshop on Energy, Resources and Environment

Date and Venue: September 21/22 at ETH Zurich 
Participation: 
  as at preceding IARU technical meeting on 19/20 September 

 

Dear IARU Chancellors, Vice-Chancellors, and Presidents
 

we suggest the following content, schedule, and participation for the September Workshop given the present state of the decision process on the ISSS-initiative proposed to the IARU leadership by UT, NUS, and ETH Zurich on 13 June 2006. 

 

ISSS, a ten-year cycle of an open, competitive International Symposium on Sustainability Science with venues rotating among Europe, Asia, Oceania, and America, shall be created by a core of IARU-universities, augmented by institutions prominent for their commitment to and role in global sustainability. The concept of ISSS grew out of the IARU-focus "Energy, Resources and Environment " put forward by UT, NUS, and ETH Zurich at the January 2006 IARU foundation meeting in Singapore. 

 

To position ISSS and to attract best original contributions worldwide, 15 highly acknowledged academic institutions shall be responsible for ISSS as signatories, and 7 prominent organizations shall support ISSS with funds to distinguish and promote prize-winning research achievements and solutions. 

 

For IARU to play a decisive and credible role, it is of primordial importance that the participating IARU institutions enjoy high respect and authority in the global scientific community. More specifically, this must be true for the constituent themes ISSS will address under the comprehensive concept "Sustainability Science". 
To start, we propose the following constituent themes: 

1. Water; 

2. Energy; 

3. Environment, primary production and food; 

4. Civil Infrastructure; 

5. Rural and Urban Development; 

6. Transportation and Mobility; 

7. Social, economic, political and legal implications. 

We deliberately excluded Climate and Climate Change as this is an indicator for and a consequence of the sustainability achieved. In this line of reasoning, the general perspective on the first six themes shall be on intelligent, responsible use, provision, and deployment. Social, economic, political and legal implications need to be addressed because sustainability is a common good to be governed equitably and responsibly. 

 

The September 2006 Workshop shall serve the following purpose: IARU-members mutually present and inform each other of the commitment, achievement, global standing, and strategic plans of their institutions in these constituent themes. Also, great scholars and global authorities in sustainability science and engineering IARU-members have within their institutions are named and introduced to the IARU forum. 

 

On the basis of an honest, realistic self-assessment and presentation, a GO/NOGO decision to embark on the ISSS-(ad)venture obtains a rational foundation. 

An IARU decision of principle is needed soon after the Workshop, by the first week of October 2006. If this is positive, further signatories must be recruited, and most importantly, the requisite number of high-ranking scientists must be recruited for ISSS. This group shall gather for a constitutive meeting in early February 2007 at the University of Tokyo, directly before the IR3S meeting already entered in the IARU schedules. 

 

Workshop Content and schedule: 

 

September 21, general theme:
State of constituent ISSS themes, strategic plans, and global authorities in sustainability science and engineering at each IARU-university 

Format: 30 minute presentations, 15 minute questions and answers 

Presentations: Provosts, VPs for Research, other well informed, responsible representatives of institutions 
Schedule:
08:15-09:00     
UT 

09:00-09:45      
Peking University 

9:45-10:30      
ANU 
10:30 -11:00    
Coffee break 

11:00-11:45     
UC Berkeley 

11:45-12:30    
Yale 

12:30-13:30    
Lunch 

13:30-14:15    
ETH 

14:15-15:00    
Cambridge 

15:00-15:45    
Oxford 

15:45-16:15    
Coffee break 

16:15- 17:00   
Copenhagen 

17:00-17:45    
NUS 

 

19                  
Dinner 

 

September 22, general theme 

Appraisal of international position of IARU in Sustainability Science as represented by its members 

Presentation and Discussion of ISSS concept, attitudes and positions of IARU members 

Action items and plan
Schedule
08:15 - 09:45   
Summary and appraisal of IARU position 

09:45 - 10:15   
Coffee break 

10:15 - 12:15    
ISSS venture: concept, desirability, chances of success,
preliminary position of IARU members 

12:15 - 12:45   
Action plan, Milestones and Decisions 
13 - 

Lunch, informal discussions, farewell 

We would be much obliged if someone appropriately representing your university could attend the meeting and let us know who would be attending at your earliest convenience, but not later than the end of this month.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours faithfully,
 
Kazuhiko Takeuchi, 
Prof., Graduate School of Agricultural and Life Sciences, and Deputy Executive Director of Integrated Research System for Sustainability Science (IR3S), The University of Tokyo

Keisuke Hanaki, 
Prof., Graduate School of Engineering, adjunct Prof. of IR3S, The University of Tokyo
Rolf Probala, 
ISSS delegate, former head of Corporate Communications ETH Zurich
Olaf Kübler, 
ISSS delegate, former President ETH Zürich  

  




