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WHAT DOES OPEN ACCESS REALLY MEAN?

Open Access has as its objective the free and unlimited 
availability of scientific materials and publications 

Publication is primarily via the internet, thereby enabling the 
maximum dissemination

Open Access within the context of scholarly communication is a 
set of business models that enables publicly funded research
results to be disseminated to the widest possible audience at no
cost for use of the published information
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 The serials crisis

 1991: arXiv.org

 1999: Open Archives Initiative

 2001: Budapest Open Access Initiative

 2003: Berlin Declaration

OPEN ACCESS MOVEMENT
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 rootes go back more than 20 years

 drastic price increases over the years

 new strategies to increase the prices

 library budgets were decreasing at the same 
time

THE SERIALS CRISIS
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price increase for „Nature“
– More than 20 % / year

new, totally overpriced journal
titles („Nature branded“) 

 (data for 2007: list price for online
licence ETHZ withiout consortia
discount)

THE SERIALS CRISIS: THE „NATURE“ CASE

since pages / year
Print

EUR

Online

EUR

EUR / 

page

2007 Nature Photonics 732 1860 4036 8.05

2006 Nature Nanotechnology 795 1860 4036 7.42

2006 Nature Protocols 3298 n/a 4036 1.22

2005 Nature Chem Biol 804 1860 5046 8.59
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REASONS FOR OPEN ACCESS

 speed
 earlier availability

 copyright
 authors retain copyright (exploitation right)

 visibility
 increased visibility and broader diffusion rate

 quality
 can even be broadened

 citation rates
 in correlation with the increased visibility

 costs
 mid term cost stabilization in the publishing industry
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 signing the Berlin Declaration by the Executive 
Board of ETH Zurich (02/2006)

 decision for an Open Access Policy by the
Executive Board (07/2008)
 scientists were encouraged to publish OA

 the library is the contact point for OA

 the policy is focussed on the Green Road

 the Golden Road has only second priority (financial
support on a project level) 

OPEN ACCESS AT ETH ZURICH:
THE START
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 establishing a fulltext server for ETH Zurich („easy 
deposit“)

 change of the ordinance on doctoral studies (delivery
of an electronic version is an obligation)

 free access to all dissertation papers of ETH and also 
other inhouse material (including DOI for every document)

 establishing a special OA unit (within the library)

 dedicated marketing activities (leaflets; brochures; 
presentations; articles; OA website)

 membership of OA publishing houses (BioMed
Central; Public Library of Science)

OPEN ACCESS AT ETH ZURICH:
PRELIMINARY ACTIVITIES
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The Green Road: Institutional Repository at ETH 
Zurich / E-Collection as a first step

OPEN ACCESS AT ETH ZURICH:
THE EVERYDAY WORK (1)

content/documents usage / fulltext downloads
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The Green Road: Broadening the scope of the ETH 
E-collection

OPEN ACCESS AT ETH ZURICH:
THE EVERYDAY WORK (2)

 Project E-citations (bibliographic data)

 enhancement of the E-collection with already
published documents from ETH scientists

 about 7.o00 documents/year

 bibliographic data comes from commercial databases
and by author‘s input of data

 the fulltexts comes directly from the scientists

 connected to the annual report of ETH Zurich
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ETH E-COLLECTION

http://e-collection.ethbib.ethz.ch/

http://e-collection.ethbib.ethz.ch/
http://e-collection.ethbib.ethz.ch/
http://e-collection.ethbib.ethz.ch/
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The Green Road: Institutional repositories (IR)

OPEN ACCESS AT ETH ZURICH:
THE EVERYDAY WORK (3)

 Real or potential concerns for IR content

 Content: What should be provided?

 Copyright: What support is available?

 Citations: Will the OA versions of articles be cited
rather than the publisher versions? 
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The Golden Road: (Pre-)Payment for publication
in peer-reviewed journals

OPEN ACCESS AT ETH ZURICH:
THE EVERYDAY WORK (4)

 ETH has a prepaid membership for BioMed Central

 ETH is an institutional member of Public Library of Science 
(PLoS)

 to give the scientists an incentive for OA publishing
 to support the OA movement
 to get experience about modalities and processes
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The Golden Road: Financial support for scientists
Example: BioMed Central

OPEN ACCESS AT ETH ZURICH:
THE EVERYDAY WORK (5)

publication
year

submitted
papers

published
articles

fees payed
by the library

(Euro)*

2006 10 3 3.500

2007 18 9 9.200

2008 32 20 19.600

2009 20 10 8.600

* 20% discount as a GASCO member
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The Golden Road: Financial support for scientists
Example: BioMed Central

OPEN ACCESS AT ETH ZURICH:
THE EVERYDAY WORK (6)

publication
year

submitted
papers

published
articles

membershipf
fee payed by

the library
(US $)*

2008 25 11 3.500

2009 68 18 5.000

* This means 10% discount on the regular article fees
(from 1.300 to 2.200 US$)
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 enhancing the internal workflows to get (all!) 
postprints, reports from the scientists

 support for the scientists in legal issues before the
publication process

 slight increase of the budget for supporting OA 
publication

OPEN ACCESS AT ETH ZURICH:
IDEAS AND PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
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 till today OA is not really accomplished in the
scholarly publishing process

 there are no applicable strategies how to
implement OA comprehensively

 who will pay the (traditional) licence fees and the
OA publication fees at the same time

 the commercial publishing houses have already
occupied the publishing world

 introducing new (OA) cost models can be very
time consuming (Example: Scoap3)

OPEN ACCESS AT ETH ZURICH:
EVALUATION OF THE THE CURRENT SITUATION
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Thank you for your attention!

OPEN ACCESS: THE END


